
SCAPA LAFAYETTE
(Grades 9-12)

2021 Audition Requirements
Virtual and In-Person Auditions

For SCAPA Bluegrass (grades 4-8) Audition Information visit: 
www.fcps.net/Page/5823 Upd 9/28/21

https://www.fcps.net/Page/5823


2021 Fall Auditions - Virtual Auditions
COVID-19 has presented many challenges for day-to-day educational practices 
and SCAPA auditions are no exception.

Currently, we are making plans for both in-person and virtual auditions. It is our 
hope what we will be able to hold in-person auditions but may need to hold virtual 
auditions as COVID conditions warrant. 

Students who apply to SCAPA Lafayette this year will need to prepare for both 
types of auditions.



In the event that we need to hold virtual auditions, it is very important that ALL 
applicants have access to a reliable device with camera and microphone and a 
reliable internet connection: Chromebook, Laptop, Desktop Computer, or Tablet.  
Cell phones are NOT recommended for virtual auditions!

Fayette County Public Schools is providing all currently enrolled students with a 
Chromebook and that device will be sufficient for all virtual auditions.  Those 
enrolled in private schools or home schools will need to provide their own device 
for virtual auditions.

Internet-Capable Device Requirements:



For any auditions requiring uploading of video, audio, photographs, or documents, 
a link to the new secure audition site will be sent to all students who have a 
scheduled audition.  We will be using Google Forms for the secure upload sites.

The Secure Upload Site link will be emailed to the email address(es) on the 
application two weeks prior to your scheduled audition date. 

There will be strict deadlines on uploading these submissions.  All 
submissions must be uploaded no later than the Wednesday prior to the 
audition date.

Secure Upload Site:



Unique Audition Codes:
All students will be assigned a Unique Audition Code at the time their audition 
is scheduled. Students will be required to use their audition code on all 
submissions.  Students should NEVER place identifying information on any 
uploaded materials...only the unique audition code should be used!  

Use this same unique audition number in the Zoom meeting to replace your 
name or your computer’s ID.  

How to Change Your Name in Zoom: Hover your cursor over the three blue dots 
in the upper right-hand corner of your Zoom picture tile. Click on the three dots 
and in the dropdown menu, click “Rename” and rename your Zoom tile with 
your Unique Audition Code.



Scoring Guides:
In addition to the audition requirements in this slide deck, be sure to read over 
the Scoring Guide for your specific art form to make sure you understand how 
your audition is going to be scored.

An audition committee will score your audition. There will be at least three (3) 
arts professionals in the room with you, preferably one SCAPA arts teacher, one 
FCPS arts teacher and one arts professional from the community.

https://www.fcps.net/Page/17736


Please click on the links below to go directly to each arts area. 
NOTE: Some arts areas have multiple slides!!

SCAPA Lafayette Requirements
(Current grades 8 - 11)

Art
Band

Ballet/Contemporary Dance
Drama

Literary Arts
Piano

Strings
Vocal Music



SCAPA Visual Art Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

Audition Activities In-Person Audition Virtual Audition
Art Portfolio
Details on following slide.

Brought to audition. Must be 
original pieces.

Uploaded to secure audition site. The link will be emailed 
to all students with a complete application two weeks 
prior to your scheduled audition.

Photography Assignment
Details on following slide.

Brought to audition. Must be 
original pieces. Can be 
printouts of the photographs.

Uploaded to secure audition site. The link will be emailed 
to all students with a complete application two weeks 
prior to your scheduled audition.

Art Drawing Assignment
Details on following slide.

Brought to audition. Must be 
original pieces.

Uploaded to secure audition site. The link will be emailed 
to all students with a complete application two weeks 
prior to your scheduled audition.

Portfolio Discussion
Details on following slide.

Group setting to complete an 
on-demand still-life 
assignment. Students will 
take turns with teachers 
discussing their portfolio. 2-3 
hours. (Updated 9/28/21)

Students will participate in a live Zoom meeting.  The link 
will be emailed prior to the audition date/time.

The portfolio discussion will last approximately 10 
minutes.  Students will need to be prepared to discuss 
their 3 “Featured” portfolio selections with the judging 
panel.



SCAPA Visual Art - Requirements (Current Grades 8-11)
1. Art Portfolio

a. 7-10 pieces in a variety of media, must be recent work (preferably within the last 6 months).  Please 
avoid duplication of subject matter.

2. Photography Assignment
a. Each student will submit 3 photographs:

i. Landscape: The student will photograph an outdoor scene that has a primary emphasis and 
use their understanding of movement to direct the viewer’s eye to a secondary emphasis.

ii. Portrait: The student will apply their understanding of asymmetrical balance to photograph 
anyone of their choosing.

iii. Student’s Choice: The student will photograph a subject matter of their choosing to 
demonstrate their understanding of composition

iv. For this assignment, the composition of the photographs will be assessed, not the quality of 
the photograph.

3. Art Drawing Assignment
a. An art drawing assignment will be emailed to the address(es) on the application 2 weeks prior to the 

scheduled audition date.  There will be 3 drawing exercises on this assignment.  Further instructions 
will be given at that time.



Ballet/Contemporary Dance Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

Virtual Auditions:
Suggested dance practice clothes: girls - leotard and tights; 
boys – solid color pants and tee shirt. Both may wear either 
ballet or jazz shoes or go barefoot. Hair must be pulled back 
and securely fastened for girls.

1. Students must upload several recent still photographs 
replicating specific dance positions to the secure audition 
site. Details on following slide.

2. Students must upload several video of themselves. 
Details on following slide.

3. Students will meet virtually with the audition committee via 
Zoom.  During this meeting, they will learn a dance 
combination/phrase and will be required to perform this on 
the spot.  Students will also be asked to demonstrate 
improvisational skills.

In-Person Auditions:
Suggested dance practice clothes: girls - leotard and 
tights; boys – solid color pants and tee shirt. Both may 
wear either ballet or jazz shoes or go barefoot (NO 
SOCKS). Hair must be pulled back and securely 
fastened for girls.

Audition format for all ages will be a short ballet barre, 
with ballet, modern and jazz dance skills across the 
floor. You will be asked to demonstrate simple ballet 
movement in centre floor, along with modern and jazz 
dance sequences right and left, stretches, rhythmic 
movements, jumps, and leaps. Fitness, energy level, 
flexibility, quick recall of short movement sequences, 
and musicality will also be assessed.

*** Ballet students need to bring pointe shoes.

*** Contemporary students will need to bring tap shoes.



Virtual Auditions:
Suggested dance practice clothes: girls - leotard and tights; boys – solid color pants and tee shirt. Both may wear 
either ballet or jazz shoes or go barefoot. Hair must be pulled back and securely fastened for girls.

1. Students must upload several recent still photographs replicating specific dance positions to the secure audition 
site. Ballet Applicants will submit 3 photos: (1) Develope a la second, arms in 2nd (2) 1st Arabesque (3) 2nd 
position releve on pointe. Contemporary Dance Applicants will submit 3 photos: (1) Strike left or right (2) Lateral 
T (3) Flat back in profile

2. Students must upload several video of themselves. All Applicants will submit a solo of 1-2 minutes choreography 
in the style of the dancer's choice.  Additionally, all applicants will upload 4 designated sequences replicating 
specific dance required elements.  Links to these videos will be supplied to the applicants once the application is 
submitted online. 

3. Students will meet virtually with the audition committee via Zoom.  During this meeting, they will learn a dance 
combination/phrase and will be required to perform this on the spot.  Students will also be asked to demonstrate 
improvisational skills.

Ballet/Contemporary Dance Auditions - Virtual Auditions



SCAPA Band Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

Audition Activities In-Person Audition Virtual Audition

Required Piece #1 Perform your first required 
piece.

Submit a video recording of yourself performing 
your first required piece. The link to upload your 
video will be emailed to you two weeks prior to your 
scheduled audition.

Required Piece #2 Perform your second required 
piece.

Submit a separate video recording of yourself 
performing your second required piece. The link to 
upload your video will be emailed to you two weeks 
prior to your scheduled audition.

Sight-Reading and 
Scales

Perform the sight-reading 
selection and scales 
requested.

Live via scheduled Zoom meeting.
Make sure your device has a large enough screen 
so that you can see the sight-reading selection that 
is shared with you. Perform the sight-reading 
selection and scales as requested.  



SCAPA Band Auditions - Requirements (Current Grades 8-11)

1. Each student may audition on the band instrument of their choice.  The student 
should prepare two pieces of contrasting styles (fast/slow or from different time 
periods).  Also, the student should be able to play several Major scales.

2. Sight-reading will be a part of the audition.
3. Memorization of the music is optional.
4. The prepared pieces should demonstrate the student’s best performance 

qualities. 
5. The student will be evaluated on their performance and potential ability
6. PLEASE NOTE: NO accompaniment should be used.  Students must 

perform a cappella.



SCAPA Band Auditions (Current Grades 8-11) (Virtual Auditions Only!)
Guidelines for the Pre-Recorded Portion of the Audition

For the pre-recorded/video portion of your audition:
1. We should be able to see your face, your embouchure, and your entire instrument 

on the screen.
2. Check the volume level and the camera mic. 
3. Incomplete or defective videos will not be scored. Check your recordings prior to 

submitting.
4. Speak clearly and with confidence when introducing yourself.

a. Required Piece #1 Intro: “Hello. My audition code is _______ and I will be 
playing  _____ by ______.”

b. Required Piece #2 Intro: “Hello. My audition code is _____
c. and I will be playing  _________ by  _______.”



SCAPA Band Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)
Guidelines for the Live Portion of the Virtual Audition

1. We will do a live Zoom call with 3 adjudicators. The link to the Zoom call will be emailed 
to you a few days prior to your audition date.

2. You will need to position the camera far enough away from you so that we can see you 
from at least the waist up, your embouchure, and your complete instrument. Make sure 
your music stand does not block our view!

3. Be aware that a microphone only picks up what you put out and you must be able to be 
clearly heard.

4. Parents are encouraged to facilitate technology but are asked not to participate, coach 
or distract their child while they are auditioning. 

5. We encourage auditionees to look directly into the camera. 
It helps us to connect with them. 



SCAPA Drama Auditions (Grades 8-11)

Audition 
Activities

In-Person Audition Virtual Audition

Monologue Prepared and shared in person. The 
monologue can be either comedy or drama but 
must be age-appropriate (avoid adult 
characters and Shakespeare).

Prepared and shared via Zoom or other virtual 
platform. The monologue can be either comedy or 
drama but must be age-appropriate (avoid adult 
characters and Shakespeare) The Zoom link will be 
emailed 2 weeks prior to your scheduled audition date.

On-Demand Students participating in an in-person audition 
will be scheduled to audition in groups of 6 
(grouped by age/grade level by the SCAPA 
facilitator). Students will participate in several 
on-demand acting activities to include: 

● Group Warm Up
● Cold Reading/Partner Scene Work
● Improvisations (individual and/or group)
● Character Movement Explorations

The in-person audition will last 45 minutes.

Students participate in Virtual Audition will audition 
alone and be asked to perform several on-demand 
activating activities to include:

● Pantomime
● Cold Reading
● Improvisations

The virtual audition will last 15 minutes.



SCAPA Drama Audition In-Person Requirements (Gr 8-11)

We are seeking students who are interested in theatre performance and who are able to demonstrate an ability to create 
believable and honest characters through a prepared monologue, cold readings, and improvisations. We are looking to see 
students ability to perform with courage, energy, commitment, and honesty; and to shape a character using variations in 
physicality (ie. shape, energy, tension), vocal elements (ie. pitch, tempo, tone) and creativity. In short, we want students to 
demonstrate an understanding of character, collaboration with peers and teachers, and to communicate a desire to learn 
more about the vast world of theatre.

Each student should be prepared to perform the following:
●  Monologue, 1-2 minutes memorized

○  Choose a character appropriate for your age
○ Choose a monologue that has a clear beginning, middle, and end that allow us to see levels in the character.
○ Think about physical and vocal variety while developing the character.
○ PLEASE AVOID Shakespeare, dialects/accents, and poems.

● Cold Reading Scene Work - You will be able to read through the scene with your assigned partner before performing.
● Large and small group improvisations
● Character movement exploration
● Voice, body, and imagination warm ups



SCAPA Drama Virtual Audition Guidelines (All Grades)
1. We will do a live Zoom call with 4 adjudicators. The link to the Zoom call will be emailed 

to you a few days prior to your audition date
2. You will need to prepare a 1 minute monologue (memorized) from a published play.
3. You will need to find a space that you can move freely in. 
4. You will need to position the camera far enough away from you so that we can see your 

whole body. 
5. Be aware that a microphone only picks up what you put out and you must share your 

voice.
6. Parents are encouraged to facilitate technology but are asked not to participate, coach 

or distract their child while they are auditioning. 
7. We encourage auditionees to look directly into the camera. 

It helps us to connect with them. 



SCAPA Literary Arts Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

In-Person Audition Virtual Audition
Students auditioning live in the area of 
Literary Arts should bring a writing 
portfolio with them to the audition. All 
pieces in the portfolio MUST be typed.

This portfolio will not be returned to the 
student, so please make a copy.
The Writing Portfolio should include:

● 1 short story (8 pages maximum)
● 3 poems
● 1 piece of the writer’s choice, any 

genre (8 pages maximum)

All identifying information of student, 
teacher, or school should be removed 
from the submission and the folder.

The audition will last 90 minutes, at which 
time the student should be prepared to 
complete an on-demand writing 
assignment.

Students auditioning virtually in the area of Literary Arts should submit their Writing Portfolio via 
the secure audition site link that will be emailed to you two weeks prior to your audition date. 
The file format must be PDF!
The Writing Portfolio should include: 
➢ 1 short story (8 pages maximum - Font: Times New Roman 12pt; Double-Spaced)
➢ 3 poems 
➢ 1 piece of the writer’s choice, any genre (8 pages maximum) 

You will be emailed a unique audition number to use in place of your name on all uploaded 
submissions and during the live/virtual portion of the audition. Applicants will be emailed a Zoom 
link prior to the audition date/time.
Writers must have a good internet connection that can sustain both audio and video in 
Zoom.  Writers need to be in a location where they can write by themselves for 80 
minutes.  Writers must have their video ON and their microphone muted at all times 
during the audition.
Students will access a Google form that will be placed in the chat of the Zoom meeting. 
Students will type in their audition number instead of their name in the Google form and do all 
your writing in the form. 
The audition will last 90 minutes, during which the student should be prepared to complete 
several brief writing assignments. 



SCAPA Piano Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

Audition Activities In-Person Audition Virtual Audition
Required Piece #1 Perform your first required piece. Perform your first required piece.

Live via scheduled Zoom meeting. The Zoom 
link will be provided a few days prior to your 
scheduled audition date.

Required Piece #2 Perform your second required 
piece.

Perform your second required piece.

Live via scheduled Zoom meeting.

Sight-Reading and Scales

As of 2021, scales will not be 
required.

Perform the sight-reading 
selection and scales as 
requested.

Perform the sight-reading selection and scales 
as requested.

Live via scheduled Zoom meeting.

Make sure your device has a large enough 
screen so that you can see the sight-reading 
selection that is shared with you.



SCAPA Piano Audition Requirements (Grades 8-11)

1. Each student will be asked to perform two (2) pieces of contrasting style both from memory.
2. In- Person Audition: Each student must bring three photocopies of each pieces to be 

played for the judges’ use. We will not return the photocopies but will shred them upon 
completion of the audition day.

3. Virtual Audition: Each student must upload a photocopy of each piece to be played to the 
secure audition site for the judges’ use.  The secure site link will be emailed prior to the 
audition. File format must be PDF.

4. Each student will perform scales and arpeggios.  Specific requirements are: Several Major 
and minor scales, arpeggios, and cadences. Required keys are: C, G, D, A, E, B, F Major - 
a, e, b, f#, c#, d, c minor.  As of 2021 scales and arpeggios are not required.

5. Each student will be required to sight read a short selection.



SCAPA Piano Virtual Audition Guidelines 
(Current Grades 8-11)

1. We will do a live Zoom call with 3 adjudicators. The link to the Zoom call will 
be emailed to you a few days prior to your audition date

2. You will need to position the camera far enough away from you so that we 
can see you from the side, clearly see your hands as you play your pieces, 
and see your feet as you use the pedals (if applicable to your pieces).

3. Be sure to check sound levels to make sure dynamics can be clearly heard.
4. Parents are encouraged to facilitate technology but are asked not to 

participate, coach or distract their child while they are auditioning. 
5. We encourage auditionees to look directly into the camera when introducing 

their pieces. It helps us to connect with them. 



SCAPA Strings Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

Audition Activities In-Person Audition Virtual Audition

Required Piece #1 Perform your first required piece. Submit a video recording of yourself performing your 
first required piece. 

The link to upload your video will be emailed to you 
two weeks prior to your scheduled audition date.

Required Piece #2 Perform your second required piece. Submit a separate video recording of yourself 
performing your second required piece.

The link to upload your video will be emailed to you 
two weeks prior to your scheduled audition date.

Sight-Reading Perform the sight-reading as requested. Live via scheduled Zoom meeting.

Make sure your device has a large enough screen 
so that you can see the sight-reading selection that 
is shared with you.



SCAPA Strings Audition Requirements (Current Grades 8-11)

1. A student may audition in the area of strings on violin, viola, cello or bass. 
2. Each student should prepare two short pieces of contrasting styles or one 

piece that shows more than one style.  
3. These prepared pieces should demonstrate the student’s best performance 

qualities. 
4. Memorization of the music is optional. 
5. Sight reading will also be a part of the audition.
6. PLEASE NOTE: NO accompaniment should be used.  Students must 

perform a cappella.



SCAPA Strings Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)
Guidelines for the Pre-Recorded Portion of the Audition

For the pre-recorded/video portion of your audition:
1. We should be able to see your face, your entire instrument, and both hands facing the 

camera.  Please make sure your music stand does not block our view.
2. Check the volume level and the camera mic. 
3. Incomplete or defective videos will not be scored.  Check your recordings prior to submitting.
4. Speak clearly and with confidence when introducing yourself.

a. Required Piece #1 Intro: “Hello. My audition code is _______ and I will be playing  
_____ by ______.”

b. Required Piece #2 Intro: “Hello. My audition code is _______ and 
I will be playing  _________ by  _______.”



SCAPA Strings Virtual Audition Guidelines (All Grades)

1. We will do a live Zoom call with 3 adjudicators. The link to the Zoom call will be emailed 
to you a few days prior to your audition date

2. You will need to position the camera far enough away from you so that we can see both 
you and your complete instrument. We need to to be able to see both hands and your 
bow movement. 

3. Be aware that a microphone only picks up what you put out and you must be able to be 
clearly heard.

4. Parents are encouraged to facilitate technology but are asked not to participate, coach 
or distract their child while they are auditioning. 

5. We encourage auditionees to look directly into the camera. 
It helps us to connect with them. 



SCAPA Voice Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)

Audition Activities In-Person Audition Virtual Audition
Required Piece
NOTE: Failure to perform a 
piece from the required 
repertoire list will result in a 
score of 0.

Perform one piece from the required 
list from memory, using the provided 
accompaniment. Bring your own 
accompaniment track on CD or 
device. 
Accompaniment Track Link

Submit a video recording of yourself performing one 
piece from the required list from memory, using the 
provided accompaniment. Details, sheet music, and 
accompaniment tracks are on the next slide. The link 
to upload your video will be emailed to you two 
weeks before your scheduled audition date.

Piece of Your Choice
NOTE: For this selection, you 
will  receive points for 
completion as well as a score 
for overall performance.  
Individual elements such as 
tone will not be scored due to 
variations in style.

Perform up to 30 seconds of a piece 
of your choice from memory, with or 
without accompaniment. This can be 
musical theatre, pop, gospel, etc.

Submit a separate video recording of yourself 
performing up to 30 seconds of a piece of your 
choice from memory, with or without 
accompaniment. This can be musical theatre, pop, 
gospel, etc. The link to upload your video will be 
emailed to you two weeks before your scheduled 
audition date.

Aural Skills Vocalize up and down to check range, 
sing back short patterns, rhythm 
reading, melodic reading.

Live via scheduled Zoom Meeting
Vocalize up and down to check range, sing back 
short patterns, rhythm reading, melodic reading.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1u3tCeXEqmptIJPl2tnE6LTY8UnPbpKCp?usp=sharing


Title Composer/Arranger

Cockles and Mussels Traditional, Irish 

Early One Morning Traditional, English

Since First I Saw Your Face Thomas Ford

Come Again Sweet Love John Dowland

The Black Dress Traditional, arr. John Jacob Niles

Deep River Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan

Go ‘Way from My Window Traditional, arr. John Jacob Niles

Wayfaring Stranger Traditional, arr. John Jacob Niles

Dolce Scherza (Italian) Giacomo Perti

Santa Lucia (Italian) Teodoro Cottrau

Caro Mio Ben (Italian) Antonio Caldara

SCAPA Voice Required Selection List for Music Auditions
(Current Grades 8-11)

Choose one piece to memorize and perform for your 
audition. Each selection is available in two different 
keys. Accompaniment tracks are provided for each 
selection. You must perform with the provided 
accompaniment track. All selections are scored 
equally on the same rubric (i.e. Italian is not given 
more weight than English).  Failure to perform a piece 
from this required list will result in a score of 0.

Scanned copies of each piece, along with the 
accompaniment track, are found at the following site:

Required Selections and 
Accompaniment Tracks

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1u3tCeXEqmptIJPl2tnE6LTY8UnPbpKCp?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1u3tCeXEqmptIJPl2tnE6LTY8UnPbpKCp?usp=sharing


SCAPA Voice Virtual Audition Guidelines (Current Gr 8-11)

For the pre-recorded/video portion of your audition:
1. You will need 2 devices - one for filming and one to play the accompaniment track.
2. We should be able to see you on screen from at least waist up.
3. Check the volume level of the accompaniment and the camera mic. Check for balance 

between your voice and the accompaniment.
4. Incomplete or defective videos will not be scored.  Check your recordings prior to submitting.
5. Speak clearly and with confidence when introducing yourself.

a. Required Piece Intro: “Hello. My audition code is _______ and I will sing _____ by 
______.”

b. Choice Piece Intro: “Hello. My audition code is _______ and 
I will sing an excerpt of  _________ by/from _______.”



SCAPA Voice Auditions (Current Grades 8-11)
Guidelines for the Live Portion of the Audition

1. We will do a live Zoom call with 3 adjudicators. The link to the Zoom call will be emailed 
to you a few days prior to your audition date.

2. You will need to position the camera far enough away from you so that we can see you 
from the waist up. 

3. Be aware that a microphone only picks up what you put out and you must share your 
voice.

4. Parents are encouraged to facilitate technology but are asked not to participate, coach 
or distract their child while they are auditioning. 

5. We encourage auditionees to look directly into the camera. 
It helps us to connect with them. 


